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In spite of youthful protest and the considerable
success of the Altgayer movement, the old Kulturbund
remained the centre of German minority life^and the
chief among the distributing centres used* by the
propagandists who streamed in from the Reich after
1933. The mountains of Slovenia and the coast of
Dalmatia made Yugoslavia a more attractive country
than Roumania for patriotic German tourists,1 who
combined pleasure with propaganda and an interest in
Auslandsdeutschtum. One of the more remarkable but
none the less frequent ironies of Nazi propaganda in
Yugoslavia, as elsewhere, has been the enthusiastic
applause provided for this anti-Christian tornado by
members of both the Catholic and Protestant clergy.
The most flagrant cases have usually been those of
priests of German origin. Out of numerous examples
that of the village priest of Bogdanovici near Vukovar
may be cited, a Franciscan of German descent. His
flock was only about one-quarter German but he took
to celebrating mass in German, and finally enraged his
Croat parishioners to such an extent that they drove
him away. There was another strange case of a
Protestant Pastor named Strumberger at Slavonian
Brod; he was condemned in court for striking children
who dared to answer in Croat during the religious
instruction he gave them. And though true Lutherans
in Germany itself were soon persecuted by the Hitlerist
regime, Dr. Popp, the Protestant Bishop of Yugo-
slavia, was an enthusiastic visitor to Hitler's puppet
Bishop-in-chief, Ludwig Miiller, in 1934.
Through the Kulturbund, and in a lesser degree
1 There were also more currency facilities for German  visitors  to
Yugoslavia.